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Art Unit: 3693 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should be within the 
range of 50-1 50 words and should not exceed 1 5 lines of text. Correction is required. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 18 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claim 
language "...steps of posting are dependent upon at least one of a sum of said actual 
tariff, timing of said service, and type of service." is confusing. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bachtiger et al. Canadian Patent Application No. 2,384,556 (herein after Bachtiger '556) 
in view of Kogen et al. US Patent No. 6,687,714 (herein after Kogen 714) and further in 
view of Hassett et al. US Patent No. 5,253,162 (herein after Hassett '162). 

Bachtiger '556 discloses a method for registration of service using a ticket, the 
method comprises the steps of 
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generating a first data field comprising indication of said registration and ticket 
identification (claim 34; Table 4 and page 13, lines 21-32); 

transmitting said data field to a computer, said computer including storage means 
having ticket associated records (page 4, lines 20-24; claim 2; Table 4; and page 13, 
lines 21-32; claims 18 and 19), said records including a second data field comprising 
indication of an actual account (Applicant's disclosure on page 1, lines 21-29; Bachtiger 
'556 patent is english version of the International Patent Application WO 01/20557 A1); 
and 

posting an actual tariff to said actual account (Applicant's disclosure on page 3, 
lines 30-38) thereby generating an updated actual account balance (which is the 
expected/intended result) 

transmitting third data fields from a transceiver to said ticket, said third data fields 
comprising identification of said service and said tariff (Applicant's disclosure, on page 
1, lines 21-29); 

storing said third data fields in storage means of said ticket (Applicant's 
disclosure on page 1, lines 21-29 and Bachtiger '556, claim 2); 

transmitting fourth data fields from said ticket to said transceiver, said fourth data 
fields comprising identification of service location and said ticket identity (Table 4, 
Information unit INF3, p13); 

adding date and time information to said fourth data fields so as to generate 
modified fourth data fields (claim 2) 
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storing said modified fourth data fields in a storage means associated with said 
transceiver (claim 2) 

* transmitting said modified fourth data fields from said transceiver to said remote 
computer (claim 2); 

calculating an actual cost based upon at least said actual tariff, service, and 
service location (p17, lines 21-23); 

booking said actual cost to said actual account; and saving said updated actual 
account balance associated with said ticket in a storage medium (Applicant's disclosure 
on page 1, lines 21-29). 

Bachtiger '556 does not specifically teach the creation of a shadow account on 
the ticket nor does it describe determining provisional tariff and posting the provisional 
tariff to the account. 

Kogen 714 discloses a method for paying for service with a ticket (e.g. smart 
card, Integrated circuit card, chip card, etc. that possess storage and communication 
means), the method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a shadow account on said ticket (column 9, line 38-46). 

Kogen 714 neither specifically teach determining/posting provisional tariff to the 
shadow account. 

Hassett '162 teaches determining a provisional tariff for said service (col. 2, lines 
37-47, col. 5, lines 22-30; col. 5, lines 65-67; col. 7, lines 62-65) and posting provisional 
tariff to an account (Abstract; col. 5, lines 48-55; col. 2, lines 57-60) and thereby 
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generating an updated account balance (which is the intended or expected result), said 
posting being in response to a registration for said service. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skills in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bachtiger '556 to 
include the steps of creating a shadow account on the ticket as taught by Kogen 714 
and further to include the step of determining/posting the provisional tariff to the account 
as taught by Hessett '162. One would have been motivated to do so in order facilitate 
registration of the ticket in the event that the ticket holder is in an area where periodic 
updates from the remote computer is not possible. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Bachtiger '556. 
Bachtiger '556 teaches the ticket to possess a display element for displaying information 
(page 4 line 25-28 also see claim 17); and said method further comprises the step of 
displaying said updated shadow account balance and said provisional tariff on said 
display (allows general or specific information to be displayed; page 4, lines 25-28, also 
see claim 17 and p22, lines 27-31). 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Bachtiger '556. 
Bachtiger '556 teaches the step of broadcasting a fifth data field so as to cause tickets 
located within the range of said broadcasting to display said provisional tariff and said 
updated shadow account balance on said display (allows general or specific information 
to be displayed; page 4, lines 25-28, also see claim 17). 

6. Claim 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Bachtiger '556. Bachtiger '556 teaches that the step of broadcasting is performed from 
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at least one transmitter to a plurality of areas defining at least one of a boarding zone 
and a passageway zone and the tickets are located within the said areas (p36, claim 
14). 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bachtiger 
et al. Bachtiger '556 teaches the steps of transmitting said updated actual modified 
account balance to said ticket; and replacing said shadow account balance with said 
account balance (the bidirectional communication allows update of data records, p4, 
lines 20-24). 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bachtiger 
'553. Bachtiger '556 teaches the steps of transmitting updated actual modified account 
balance and shadow account balance are performed periodically (the bidirectional 
communication allows the periodical update of data records, p. 4, lines 20-24). 

9. Claims 14-17 are rejected over Bachtiger '556. Bachtiger '556 teaches a method 
for registering tickets wherein the step of storing is limited to fields identifying said ticket 
(p. 17, lines 9-20) and the step of storing further comprises the step of assigning a 
plurality of fields identifying said ticket to a one of said ticket accounts (p. 13, Table 4). 

10. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bachtiger '556. Bachtiger teaches a step of posting is dependent upon at least 
one of a sum of said actual tariff, timing of said service, and type of service (p. 17, lines 
21-23; Note: Examiner's has interpreted the claims as the step of posting is dependent 
upon at least one of a combination of said actual tariff, timing of said service, and type 
of service) 
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11. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bachtiger '556. Bachtiger '556 teaches a method of registering a ticket wherein the 
computer is functionally associated with a database (p15, line 6-10 and p. 17, lines 9- 
20) and the database comprising data records identifying said tickets (p 17, lines 9-20), 
and said data records periodically updated so as to indicate an updated actual account 
balance (which is the intended/expected result), and ticket usage status (see e.g. p17, 
lines 9-20, the ticket records are transmitted immediately after registration or after the 
established completion of a journey; see e.g. p39, claim 25, the presence of tickets is 
registered at least once as a ticket record; and p. 4, lines 20-24, the bidirectional 
communication allows the periodical update of data records). 

12. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Bachtiger '556 in view of Kogen 714 and further in view of Hessett '162. Bachtiger '556 
discloses a method of registration of ticket. Kogen 714 teaches the use of shadow 
account. Bachtiger '556 and Kogen 714 fail to specifically disclose the step of 
comparing the balance of shadow account with provisional tariff and displaying an 
identifier on the ticket. Hessett '162 teaches the step of comparing the available toll 
money (balance of account; col. 3, lines 1-7) with calculated toll amount (provisional 
tariff; col. 3, lines 1-7) and comparing said balance of said account with provisional tariff; 
and displaying an identifier of a ticket having an account balance less than said 
provisional tariff (provides the vehicle operator with an alarm message, which can 
include, e.g., an audible alarm and a visual display such as "INSUFFICIENT-MERGE 
LEFT"; col. 5, lines 23-42; col. 7, lines 1-12). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person with ordinary skills in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bachtiger '556 and Kogen 
714 to incorporate the teachings of Hessett , 162. One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to alarm the ticket holder. 

13. Claims 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Bachtiger 
'556 in view of Kogen 714 and Hessett '162 and further in view of Hessett, US Patent 
No. 5,351,187 (herein after Hessett '187). Bachtiger '556 discloses a method of 
registration of ticket. Kogen 714 teaches the use of shadow account, Hessett '162 
discusses determining/posting provisional tariff to the account. Bachtiger '556, Kogen 
714 and Hessett '187 fail to specifically disclose the use of an actuating element that 
possesses an on/off function. Hessett '187 teaches that the transponder (ticket as 
described in the claimed invention) contains actuating device, which can be 
activated/deactivated by an operator (on/off switch). The activation of the actuating 
device results in setting at least one of a registered service and charging related 
parameters (col. 3, lines 20-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person with ordinary skills in the art 
when the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bachtiger '556, Kogen and 
Hessett '162 to include an actuating device on the ticket with an on/off switch. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order for the ticket to continuously process 
charge related parameters. 
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Conclusion 



14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure US Patent No. 5122643; 5351187; 6282522; 6889198; US Patent 
Application No. 20040101 117; 20020034288 and European Patent No. EP 1039403 A2. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rajesh Khattar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7981 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic • 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Jan. 8, 2007 




